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“Eclectical intellectual” is how one might describe

MAGAZINE the work on offer at the second Istanbul Design
Buy Biennial. But despite the very cerebral approach,
CONTACT for once the senses are not neglected — besides
sight, which inevitably dominates, smell, taste,
SEARCH and hearing are all directly addressed.

Where the auditory is concerned, it's what noise
can do to our sleep that architect Jiirgen Mayer H.
explores in Nap Gap. As he explained, “There's a
UNC/IN /X whole science now of different noises — there’s
brown noise, orange noise, all different
frequencies. But pink noise is the one that

» MZ:‘H;'SD:Q?;:I‘{;SW somehow relates best to sleep. It was scientists.

o Tnaugural Eaition from Beijing University who found pink noise. If
17 white noise blocks out surrounding sounds, pink

- | - Fin gugg[’écle the one that's closest to natural sounds

on leaves. Its a little lower than white
noise in terms of frequencies.” Convinced that
new workilife arrangements will affect when we
need to sleep, Mayer H. proposed a small cubby
hole, bathed in a pink glow of light and noise, for
Instant catnapping. *Sleeping around’ becomes a
new term,” he suggests. “It's about finding these
moments of momentary retreat.” PIN-UP tried it
outin the bustling biennial, and it worked!

TURKEY TIME: DAY 2
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The olfactory, that most ignored sense in the world
of architecture and design, is (literally) sniffed out
in Nasalo Dictionary of Smell, an installation by
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smell designer Sissel Tolaas. As she explained, “I
have a device as small as your mobile phone that |
use to record and collect the molecules from sites
I'm interested in understanding. Then, through the
chemical components, | can replicate the smells in
the laboratory. So the three smells in the boxes [of
the installation] replicate the complexity of three
neighborhoods surrounding Galata Greek Primary
School. I don't indicate what the smells are, that's
up o you to find out for yourself. The idea is to
stimulate interest in the city beyond the way it
looks.” Even if you can’t identify the smells,
Tolaas invites you to describe them, contributing
to her dictionary of smell. “My work is also about
how you communicate about smell,” she explains.

Taste was well catered for at the biennial, with
several interventions on the theme of food,
including Tasha Marks’s This Sea of Sugar Knows
No Bounds — a beautiful installation in sugar,
crafted by Turkish artisans, that evokes 15th-
century Ottoman food architectures — and Koz
Susani Design’s Justaddwater, which “engages
chefs to create recipes that could be compressed
into capsule form” in a futuristic new world where
“fast food tastes better than slow food.”
Meanwhile, touch was harnessed in N° 41
Workoutcomputer, an expanded keyboard
designed by German alternative fashion house
BLESS, which allows you to type through boxing,
thereby gaining time and tonus by conflating the
gym and the office.
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Closing the biennial, on the final floor, was a
piquant piece of participatory theater entitled ABC
Manifesto Corporation Writers and Consultants.
Put on by Italian collective disturbATl, it parodied
the traditional manifesto by offering “customers” a
one-stop fast-track manifesto-writing service.
When PIN-UP had a go at it, we ended up with a
Teethism Manifesto which declared, “WE always
hallucinate/YOU should hallucinate.” Now there’s
something to chew on...
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