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The future is net what it
uset.to be .

Just opened: Design Bienhialistanbul, Turkey, until 14 December.
by Veerle Devos
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When French poet and philosopher Paul Valéry famously said that “the trouble with our times is
that the future is not what it used to be”, he was not only commenting on the disturbing rise of
fascist just before the outbreak of the Second World War, but also on the fact technology,
hurnan values, intemational poltical ralities, daily Ife and the arts where rapidly changing,
leaving conternporaries lost in a void. Nothing was as before, everything was changing We live
in equally confusing times of intense transition and change. Other than in 1937, when Valéry
made his staterment, in our time artistic and philosophical manifesto’s are no langer grested with
great expectations — ‘been there, done that'. The Istanbul Design Biennial nevertheless invited
international and Turkish designers to launch their own manifesto’s. Brave or faolish? Fact is
they come in various forms and entities, covering the fields of design, technology, fashion,
araphics, urbanism, product design, firm and food. There's even a smell manifesto by Norwegian
scientist an attist Sissel Tolaas, who presents the smell of neighborhoods in Istanbul and invites
the visitar of the Biennial to ad riew words to her Nasalo Dictonary of Smel’
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Thus said, rapidly growing and changing Istanbul is the excellent sefting for a Biennial
aboutthe future (of design). Projects by more than 50 practices and designers from il over
ihe world including Formafantasma, NLD, Moisss Hemandez, MEX, Architecture for All,
TUR, Bless, DEU-FR, Dunne and Raby, GBR and RUF, CN are exhibiting their work in both
ihe bisnnial hub, the Galata Gresk Primary School, alorig with a number of pop up locations
around the city. One of the most crtical projects, by a collective of Ralian' architects
operating under the name "disturbATI collective’, s being performed under the roof of the
Galata Greek Primary School, and invites visilors to autoratically_construct their own
personal manifesto by shopping around, and destroying it all together after they have read it
outloud,
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The selected manifestos want to "open new attitudes and sensibilities, highlight underexplored
or overlooked aspects of society, and prompt further investigation and exchange about our
designed and constructed age, and include investigations on disaster relief, the global food
shortage, social media data network analysis, collective and indvidual agency, as well as our
personal identity and issues of beauty.” Moreover, an Acaderny Program in Cooperation with

more than B0 depattments in over 30 universities both in Turkey and abroad accompanies the
exhibition,




