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Dyslexie: the chubby-ankled font that [

makes reading easier for dyslexics et 7
By weighing down he characers and dstoring smiar eters, (87116
this new typeface pins words fimiy to the page [
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Watshing ltters fiost snd twist scross & page. fipping snd jumbling with

‘gyminsstiosbandon, can be s daily rusiraion for raaders wit dysiexi.

But i restiss characters might soon be tamed thanks (0 new fonl. A and design
Design

and design blog on

Developed by young Dutch designer Chrisian Boer.the Dysiexie
typeface, currenty on show st the Istanbul Design Bienial hes put sll 28 Sosiey

Ieters of the slphabet through & fnely-tunsd prosess of sjustment fo  Dysles - Heath

‘wegh hem down and mke i harder fo simlareters fobe conused. oo ——

“When they're resding, people wit dysiexis oten unconsciously switch
rotate and miror ltters in their minds.” says Boer, who i dyslexi himsel.
“Traditionaltypefaces make this worse, baseuse they base some letar
designs on others, inadvertently creatng i lfters for people wh
aysies
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‘To counteract this tendency. Boer hes introduced s number of tweaks.
Fist,thelatters are weighted fowards the bttom, 5 the bulk of esch

character's body has slumped downwards under accelerated gravittions!
pressure. This sels & heavy baseline, which makes it harder for the laters

to be figped upsid down — and givs the font the lock of & chubby-ankled
Gousinof Cormic Sans.

Simiar harscers v st and deformed o ke € hrde for e o b onfss
Image: Chistan Boar Pofograph: hristan Bosr

This lowerad centre of gravty s joined by specfic slerations to
ifeentist simia ltters.In many fons,the d i the same 85 8 b s the
same 25 8 p s the same as & q -  simple hoop on 8 stck. variously
mitored and rotsted o form fou diferent characters. Boar’s ypeface
distort esch lete. lantng the extenders snd descenders and enlarging

the openings to make them harder toconfuse. n & process of careful
anstomical rafinement.

Other similr Iooking eters re given diferent heights and their
proportions sighty deformea. The valleys ofthe v, w and y are il st at
bty ciferen evels whils the s prised open more han ususl o make
itles2 simir t an o. Elsewhere,tai are lengihenzd snd the spsce.
between leters i incrassed o counteract ths comman crowding efect.
‘whil capital eters snd punctustion are bolded, making it easier t spot
whers ane sentence ends and & new one begins,

Bosr fist developed th typeface forhis final hesis project st the Utrecht
Academy of Art back in 2008, and t hss since besn put through 1= paces
by researchers ot the University of Amsterdam snd the Uriversiy of
Tuente. Their studies found that 4% of readers could read fextin the.
Dyslexi font fasterthan s standerd ypefce. whie 77% reported fewer
mistakes. The fontwas presented st a TED falk in 2011, snd other similsr
typefaces have sprung up since — from OpenDyslexic to Spellex DysLex.





