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2014 ISTANBUL DESIGN BIENNIAL
Across five floors, the sscond sdtion
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Betwean 1= Novamber and 14 Dacembr lstanbul suits up

i sscond Design Bienrisl,
hosting mors

20 countriss. Thi year's curator, Brtich wriar Zo
Ryan sl o CENTURION shou dsgn andarchiactrs rflacing concamporry e

m nagping in publc o taboo, o using datign to f
e, o rathinking the offca space whe

hen 50 project:
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and warking-out combine.

CENTURION: The til of this year' stanbul Design Bienrisl i “Th Futurs I Not
What bt Usad To B, what s inspiration behind the thema?

Zoé Ryan: The prajects question the role of design,

elionship tosociety, and s abiliy to
agent forchange. The framenork for the Bisnnia centres around the search fora
contemporary manifesto, a menfesco whih i inher

che possibily of an akernativ fucure.

oy of the now, but which aleo questions
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What can you tall us sbout the futurs of design in sociaty?

2R Allover the world, pecple are struggling to figure out whars we ars headed. S0, wa ars

interested n looking rested in understanding the present

Wa'e come up with a i o questions about what the future iz Questions from ol the
projeces thot we hope willprovide o frame for understanding the works. Ulkimataly, we are
erying to show theinfluencis ol thet design playsinshaping who wa ars,and how we ralets
0 0ne another.

What kind of prjects will ba presantad at the bisnnial?

ZR: We hove S project
Turkish. W resll ws
subrmizsions from every canti

from more than 20 countries, though about 25% of the projects are

0 got to know che scane in Turkey. We did, however, get
Ihink whot wosiners

ing was thoe the projeces ol doo

with very challnging esues. O of he things we asked waz that the submissins be

grounded n sverydy reaity, we ars notlooking fo sciance fictio, fanastical images of the

Projacesdeslwith both tha posiive and negstive outcomes of design and rchicecturs. Many.

of theprojects dealhead-on with ssues reloting to shics, healh, our welbeing; or something.
oz complex oz food production. These are majr ssues inthe morld.
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'Which artists have made the strongest impression on you and for what ressons?

2R We hove s resly fantssicprojoct clled The Nep Gep by Jirgen Meyer H. who i on
architece from Berlin, about pink nois ond sieapin. It fooks t why nopping s such s sboois
public spsce, aven though sleeping s 50 important 0 us so we' going to have s napping.
station, which we hape pecple wil njoy releing in

The desigm of food i incrs

15 copic. Thers iz Mansour urssanah's LEPSIS machine for

broading snd hervesting grosshoppers. Iseces are s commen food in many countriss, but in

che West they hava mstly boan used as o hiddon nutriionslsuppleman.

Thare ol Bless, who ae foshion designersfrom Pari and Berin, with shiractive project

The Werkour Computer. As youpunch the dfferent punching begs in the ofcs, each of

which has  different lter on them, the

are sent 0.0 computer and you lerally write

o messaga. The projoct qu

ionz why we need to be <0 seati when we nork andwhether our
work e could hesebia i we ware to think difere

about the coos we uze dai.

Hove thess kinds of prjects in which pacple tockle isuss in unexpected ways. To gat pecple
o really care about ssues, encoursging uz 0

ink differently abou the objacts we use n our
daily routines and ricuals. Many of the projects ra very humorous snd willepefully moke you
laugh, wich ochars you may not know quite yet how they might Become s part of ourves._but
chey allpraposs akarmatives thot mke you think.
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What are you most excited about in this year’s event?

ZR: Ialsn designers Formafantasms, based in Amsterdam,are definialy onss to watch.

Dty bridging cafe ith inclustry and creating objects that question our ritule and

eraltions, hair designs re always besutifull exacuted and defy expacestion.

Jssica Charlsswrth and Tim Parsons are crating new types of “bug-out bogs,"with cheir
rject Now Survivlism, reinrpreting the portsble kits mads for short-torm evacustion
sfters disstar. They have

imagined shem o tool ke for handing the physicaland

emotionsl nseds of everyday smergency sicustions. Visicors will o oblo o make their own for

cheir onn personalneeds.

W ko have projaces that are chere for the six-week durstion of the bisnnia, ke the ABC
Manifasto Corporation on the roof of the biennial, which should rot be misced. Thisiza
sorvic thet will efp you mske your own manifeszo. Our hope s that

with the bisnnis] baing s, pacple willkeep coming bock and see projaces toke shape and
change over sime.

Visittha lstanbul Design Biannial onlina




